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Who wrote 100 books during her
lifetime, resided in Perkasie, and was
the first woman to receive both the
Pulitzer and Nobel prizes for Literature?

FROM THE DIRECTOR'S DESK

Welcome to the 7th issue of

botbe aotfansformative year for
£he BcBC. With 3 new

) Q{gar)d;ptiomal structure, new
hires, and staff taking on new
roles and respon5|b|I|t|es we

rénéfalﬁ ex e\[tl% Bolséd Qo’\oFo§de outstanding
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2 9ne Pf?tﬁ more notable milestones was the

launch of the 8Maps and Data€ portal on the
§6Ur§y§1~eb5|te This open data portal now

I E)rowdes va“FquFé resoﬁréels'%nd information to

the public and our municipal constituents.

Borne of our Geographlc Information System
Preservat

(GIS) capabilities, the open data platform

t £ Yy Ay 2018pyfofed I K énkbles what | have come to call: (RTAE T

Resource Transparency & Availability.

If you have not visited the site yet or recently, |
highly encourage you to do so. The site is
always evolving as we add and fine tune various
data offerings. If you have suggestions for map
applications or data that you feel would have
value, please do let me know. Feel free to
provide a link to the portal on your own

websites, and as I tell staff: # pr omot et hep

My door is always open and | may be reached
via email or phone at estone@buckscounty.org

or 215.345.3401. | look forward to hearing from
you and welcome your feedback.
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1S Consortium

ii In the spring of 2007, the Bucks County

Consortium of Communities met to discuss
the idea of establishing a policy and system
that would enable them to acquire GIS data
from the county. Planning Commission GIS
staff, along with staff from the Board of
Assessment and Emergency Management,

D Nhagrdeveloped a comprehensive countywide

GIS database of both tax parcels and street
centerlines, along with their related attribute
values.

After several meetings and discussions, the
Planning Commission, headed by then
Executive Director Lynn Bush, created the
County GIS Consortium. In 2008, we had our
first client, Warwick Township. The proposal
also included other data compiled for a
municipal plan, such as building outlines, edge
of pavements, hydrology, zoning, land use,

and natural resources. The cost for joining and
acquiring these datasets, along with technical

assistance and updates, was set at a one-time
fee of $2,000.

Contnued.
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PLANNING INSIGHT

GIS Consortium Continued..

We have since seen the Consortium grow to

over 35 municipal members, as well as several
water and sewer authorities, school districts,
and watershed associations. Some of our
municipal members share the data with their
engineers to develop applications and mapping
products. Others have invested in acquiring
necessary hardware and GIS software to use
internally, and train staff to develop and
maintain additional datasets and applications.

The Planning Commission and its GIS staff stand
committed to assisting our member
governments with their GIS needs. We can
provide professional services and support for
cartographic and web mapping, GIS application
development, mobile data field collection, as
well as inventory, demographic, and market
analysis.

Open Data

In order to provide a public platform for accessing
information and data about the County of Bucks,
the GIS staff stepped out of their traditional role of
creating maps for municipal documents and

presentations, and into the realm of open data.
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Open data is the ability to make data accessible to
everyone at any time. Bucks County@Q data hub,
also known as the Maps and Dataé portal, does
just this.

http://dataportal-
bucksgis.opendata.arcgis.com/

Datasets are easy to locate and use; to
ensure the user has the most current

Medication Collection Box
Locations
Locations of the medication
collection boxes in Bucks County

site, minimizing the time spent searching for
additional data.

The Bucks County Data Hub also allows a viewer to
visually explore the county using interactive maps.
The ability to view parcel information, flood zones,
explore county parks, or locate the nearest
collection box for expired medication is readily
available.

Open data sites also provide the opportunity to
view and obtain non-spatial data, such as BCPC
applications and documents.

The Bucks County Data Hub can be easily reached
through the dMaps and Dataé tab on the official
Bucks County Government website:

www.buckscounty.org

The portal is always being updated, so we
encourage you to check back frequently!

Interactive Maps

Bucks County Public Bucks County Floodplain
Transportation Map Viewer
Gateway into the public transit
options Bucks County residents
have attheir disposal

Floodplain viewer for the County of
Bucks

Bucks County Parcel Viewer

Parcel information for the County of
ucks

information, data is connected to the

Explore

source and automatically updated.
Municipal boundaries and polling
locations are just two examples currently
found on the Bucks County data portal.

Bucks County Parks &

Open data from other organizations, Recreation

View Bucks

such as SEPTA, can also be linked to our

s County park.
and information

Bucks County Pipeline Map Bucks County Bridge
Program Open Space Properties
Online mapping tool showing Status of local Bucks County Bridges Search o
pipeline locations and information properties in Bucks County

Bucks County Agriculture &

Explore
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